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Introduction to Ancient Greek Mathematics 

Summer Term 2015-6 

(Hannoversche Straße 6, room 3.03, Tue 10-12 p.m., as of Apr 19) 

Timetable  Topic Pre-reading 

1 19/04/16 Introduction (Methodology & Pre-Hellenic Mathematics) 

2 26/04/16 Thales (lecture + article 
discussion) 

Dicks, David R. 1959. "Thales." Classical Quarterly 
9:294-309. 

3 03/05/16 ---------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 

4 10/05/16 

E
U

C
L

ID
 

Euclid Elements, manuscript tradition (lecture) 

5 17/05/16 Euclid Elements, book II (lecture) 

6 24/05/16 
Euclid 

(article discussion) 

Seidenberg, Abraham. 1975. "Did Euclid’s Elements, 
Book I, Develop Geometry Axiomatically?" Archive for 
History of Exact Sciences 14:263-295. 

7 31/05/16 Euclid Elements, book II (student presentation) 

8 07/06/16 A
R

C
H

IM
E

D
E

S
 

Archimedes, Quadrature of the Parabola (lecture) 

9 14/06/16 
Archimedes 

(article discussion) 

Saito, Ken. 2006. "Between magnitude and quantity: 
Another look at Archimedes' quadrature." Sugaku 
Expositions 19:35-52. 

10 21/06/16 Archimedes Method (student presentation) 

11 28/06/16 D
IO

P
H

A
N

T
U

S
 

Diophantus, Arithmetica (lecture) 

12 05/07/16 
Diophantus 

(article discussion) 

Christianidis, Jean, and Jeffrey A. Oaks. 2013. 
"Practicing algebra in late antiquity: The problem-
solving of Diophantus of Alexandria." Historia 
Mathematica 40:127-163. 

13 12/07/16 Diophantus, Arithmetica (student presentation) 

14 19/07/16 
 

Historiography (lecture) 
Unguru, Sabetai. 1975. "On the Need to Rewrite the 
History of Greek Mathematics." The Archive for the 
History of Exact Sciences 15:67-114. 
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